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Summer Reading List 
Gates Chili High School 

Honors Program 
 
9th Grade 
 
Fiction / Narrative: 
 

1. Bless Me, Ultima (Anaya) 
 

Exquisite prose and wondrous storytelling have helped make Rudolfo Anaya the father 
of Chicano literature in English. Indeed, Anaya's tales fairly shimmer with the haunting 
beauty and richness of his culture. The winner of the Pen Center West Award for Fiction 
for his unforgettable novel Alburquerque, Anaya is perhaps best loved for his classic 
bestseller, Bless Me, Ultima... Antonio Marez is six years old when Ultima comes to stay 
with his family in New Mexico. She is a curandera, one who cures with herbs and magic. 
Under her wise wing, Tony will probe the family ties that bind and rend him, and he will 
discover himself in the magical secrets of the pagan past-a mythic legacy as palpable as 
the Catholicism of Latin America. And at each life turn there is Ultima, who delivered 

Tony into the world...and will nurture the birth of his soul. 
 
 

2. Wuthering Heights (Bronte) 
 

Wuthering Heights is Emily Brontë's first and only published novel, written between 
October 1845 and June 1846, and published in 1847 under the pseudonym Ellis Bell; 
Brontë died the following year, aged 30. The decision to publish came after the success 
of her sister Charlotte's novel, Jane Eyre. After Emily's death, Charlotte edited the 
manuscript of Wuthering Heights, and arranged for the edited version to be published 
as a posthumous second edition in 1850. Wuthering Heights is the name of the 
farmhouse where the story unfolds. The book's core theme is the destructive effect of 
jealousy and vengefulness both on the jealous or vengeful individuals and on their 
communities. 

 
 

3. The Book Thief (Zusak) 
 

When Death has a story to tell, you listen. 
It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, 
and will become busier still.  Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, 
who scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing when she encounters 
something she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, 
she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during bombing raids 
as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.  

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Bless-Me-Ultima-Rudolfo-Anaya/dp/B007CIJ0Q8/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1531845204&sr=1-2&keywords=bless+me+ultima+by+rudolfo+anaya
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4. Unbroken (Hillenbrand) 
 

  In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled    
his defiance into running, discovering a prodigious talent that had carried him to the 
Berlin Olympics. But when World War II began, the athlete became an airman, 
embarking on a journey that led to a doomed flight on a May afternoon in 1943. When 
his Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all odds, Zamperini 
survived, adrift on a foundering life raft. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of 
open ocean, leaping sharks, thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial 
even greater. Driven to the limits of endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation 
with ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion. His 
fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would be suspended on the fraying wire of his will. 

 
Non-Fiction / Rhetoric: 
 

5. The Audacity of Hope (Obama) 
  

The Audacity of Hope is Barack Obama’s call for a different brand of politics—a politics 
for those weary of bitter partisanship and alienated by the “endless clash of armies” we 
see in congress and on the campaign trail; a politics rooted in the faith, inclusiveness, 
and nobility of spirit at the heart of “our improbable experiment in democracy.” He 
explores those forces—from the fear of losing to the perpetual need to raise money to 
the power of the media—that can stifle even the best-intentioned politician. He also 
writes, with surprising intimacy and self-deprecating humor, about settling in as a 
senator, seeking to balance the demands of public service and family life, and his own 
deepening religious commitment… 

  
 

6. Eight Men Out (Ashinof)  
 

The headlines proclaimed the 1919 fix of the World Series and attempted cover-up as 
"the most gigantic sporting swindle in the history of America!" First published in 1963, 
Eight Men Out has become a timeless classic. Eliot Asinof has reconstructed the entire 
scene-by-scene story of the fantastic scandal in which eight Chicago White Sox players 
arranged with the nation's leading gamblers to throw the Series in Cincinnati. Mr. Asinof 
vividly describes the tense meetings, the hitches in the conniving, the actual plays in 
which the Series was thrown, the Grand Jury indictment, and the famous 1921 trial.  
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10th Grade 
 

Fiction / Narrative: 
 

 
1. A Separate Peace (Knowles) 

 
Set at a boys' boarding school in New England during the early years of World War II, A 
Separate Peace is a harrowing and luminous parable of the dark side of adolescence. 
Gene is a lonely, introverted intellectual. Phineas is a handsome, taunting, daredevil 
athlete. What happens between the two friends one summer, like the war itself, banishes 
the innocence of these boys and their world. 
 
 
 

 
2. The Joy Luck Club (Tan) 

 
Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds 
depending on who's "saying" the stories. In 1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants 
to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared 
unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club. Rather than sink into 
tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their spirits and money. "To despair was to wish 
back for something already lost. Or to prolong what was already unbearable." Forty years 
later the stories and history continue… 

 
 
 

3. The Boys in the Boat (Mone) 
 

For readers of Unbroken, out of the depths of the Depression comes an irresistible story 
about beating the odds and finding hope in the most desperate of times—the improbable, 
intimate account of how nine working-class boys from the American West showed the world 
at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit really meant. It was an unlikely quest from the 
start. With a team composed of the sons of loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the 
University of Washington’s eight-oar crew team was never expected to defeat the elite teams 
of the East Coast and Great Britain, yet they did, going on to shock the world by defeating the  

   German team rowing for Adolf Hitler. The emotional heart of the tale lies with Joe Rantz, a       
   teenager without family or prospects, who rows not only to regain his shattered self-regard    
   but also to find a real place for himself in the world. Drawing on the boys’ own journals and  
   vivid memories of a once-in-a-lifetime shared dream, Brown has created an unforgettable  
   portrait of an era, a celebration of a remarkable achievement, and a chronicle of one   
   extraordinary young man’s personal quest. 
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4. All the Light We Cannot See (Doerr) 
 

From the highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning Anthony Doerr, the stunningly beautiful 
instant New York Times bestseller about a blind French girl and a German boy whose paths 
collide in occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II. Marie-Laure 
lives in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where her father works. When she is twelve, 
the Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where 
Marie-Laure’s reclusive great uncle lives in a tall house by the sea. With them they carry what 
might be the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. In a mining town in Germany, 
Werner Pfennig, an orphan, grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they  
find that brings them news and stories from places they have never seen or imagined. Werner 
becomes an expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments and is enlisted to use 
his talent to track down the resistance. Deftly interweaving the lives of Marie-Laure and 
Werner, Doerr illuminates the ways, against all odds, people try to be good to one another. 

 
 
Non-Fiction / Rhetoric: 
 
 

5. Freakonomics (Levitt) 
 

Through forceful storytelling and wry insight, Levitt and Dubner show that economics is, at root, 
the study of incentives—how people get what they want, or need, especially when other 
people want or need the same thing. In Freakonomics, they explore the hidden side of . . . well, 
everything. The inner workings of a crack gang. The truth about real-estate agents. The myths 
of campaign finance. The telltale marks of a cheating schoolteacher. The secrets of the Ku Klux 
Klan. What unites all these stories is a belief that the modern world, despite a great deal of 
complexity and downright deceit, is not impenetrable, is not unknowable, and—if the right 
questions are asked—is even more intriguing than we think. All it takes is a new way of looking.  
 

 
6. Nickel and Dimed (Ehrenreich) 

 
Our sharpest and most original social critic goes "undercover" as an unskilled worker to reveal 
the dark side of American prosperity. Millions of Americans work full time, year round, for 
poverty-level wages. In 1998, Barbara Ehrenreich decided to join them. She was inspired in part 
by the rhetoric surrounding welfare reform, which promised that a job -- any job -- can be the 
ticket to a better life. But how does anyone survive, let alone prosper, on $6 an hour? To find 
out, Ehrenreich left her home, took the cheapest lodgings she could find, and accepted 
whatever jobs she was offered. Moving from Florida to Maine to Minnesota, she worked as a 
waitress, a hotel maid, a cleaning woman, a nursing-home aide, and a Wal-Mart sales clerk. She 
lived in trailer parks and crumbling residential motels. Very quickly, she discovered that no job 
is truly "unskilled," that even the lowliest occupations require exhausting mental and muscular 
effort. She also learned that one job is not enough; you need at least two if you to live indoors. 
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11th Grade 
 

Fiction / Narrative: 
 

1. Native Son (Ellison) 
 

Right from the start, Bigger Thomas had been headed for jail. It could have been for 
assault or petty larceny; by chance, it was for murder and rape. Native Son tells the story 
of this young black man caught in a downward spiral after he kills a young white woman 
in a brief moment of panic. Set in Chicago in the 1930s, Wright's powerful novel is an 
unsparing reflection on the poverty and feelings of hopelessness experienced by people in   
inner cities across the country and of what it means to be black in America. 

 
2. Glass Menagerie (Williams) 

 
Menagerie was Williams's first popular success and launched the brilliant, if somewhat 
controversial, career of our pre-eminent lyric playwright. Since its premiere in Chicago in 
1944, with the legendary Laurette Taylor in the role of Amanda, the play has been the 
bravura piece for great actresses from Jessica Tandy to Joanne Woodward, and is 
studied and performed in classrooms and theatres around the world. 

 
 
 

3. The Paris Wife (McLain) 
 

Chicago, 1920: Hadley Richardson is a quiet twenty-eight-year-old who has all but given 
up on love and happiness—until she meets Ernest Hemingway. Following a whirlwind 
courtship and wedding, the pair set sail for Paris, where they become the golden couple 
in a lively and volatile group—the fabled “Lost Generation”—that includes Gertrude 
Stein, Ezra Pound, and F. Scott Fitzgerald. Though deeply in love, the Hemingways are ill 
prepared for the hard-drinking, fast-living, and free-loving life of Jazz Age Paris. As 
Ernest struggles to find the voice that will earn him a place in history and pours himself 
into the novel that will become The Sun Also Rises, Hadley strives to hold on to her 
sense of self as her roles as wife, friend, and muse become more challenging. Eventually 
they find themselves facing the ultimate crisis of their marriage—a deception that will 
lead to the unraveling of everything they’ve fought so hard for. 

 
      4. Atonement (McEwan) 
 

   Ian McEwan’s symphonic novel of love and war, childhood and class, guilt and      
   forgiveness provides all the satisfaction of a brilliant narrative and the provocation we  
   have come to expect from this master of English prose. On a hot summer day in 1935,  
   thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis witnesses a moment’s flirtation between her older sister,  
   Cecilia, and Robbie Turner, the son of a servant and Cecilia’s childhood friend. But  
   Briony’ s incomplete grasp of adult motives–together with her precocious literary gifts–  
   brings about a crime that will change all their lives… 
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Non-Fiction / Rhetoric: 
 

5. On Writing (King) 
 

Immensely helpful and illuminating to any aspiring writer, this special edition of Stephen 
King’s critically lauded, million-copy bestseller shares the experiences, habits, and 
convictions that have shaped him and his work. “Long live the King” hailed 
Entertainment Weekly upon publication of Stephen King’s On Writing. Part memoir, part 
master class by one of the bestselling authors of all time, this superb volume is a 
revealing and practical view of the writer’s craft, comprising the basic tools of the trade 
every writer must have. King’s advice is grounded in his vivid memories from childhood 
through his emergence as a writer, from his struggling early career to his widely 
reported, near-fatal accident in 1999—and how the inextricable link between writing 
and living spurred his recovery. Brilliantly structured, friendly and inspiring, On Writing 
will empower and entertain everyone who reads it—fans, writers, and anyone who 
loves a great story well told 

 
6. A Brief History of Time (Hawking) 

 
A landmark volume in science writing by one of the great minds of our time, Stephen 
Hawking’s book explores such profound questions as: How did the universe begin—and 
what made its start possible? Does time always flow forward? Is the universe 
unending—or are there boundaries? Are there other dimensions in space? What will 
happen when it all ends? Told in language we all can understand, A Brief History of Time 
plunges into the exotic realms of black holes and quarks, of antimatter and “arrows of 
time,” of the big bang and a bigger God—where the possibilities are wondrous and 
unexpected. With exciting images and profound imagination, Stephen Hawking brings us 
closer to the ultimate secrets at the very heart of creation. 
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AP Language 
 
Non-Fiction / Rhetoric: 
 

1. Fast Food Nation (Schlosser) 
 

In 2001, Fast Food Nation was published to critical acclaim and became an international 
bestseller. Eric Schlosser’s exposé revealed how the fast food industry has altered the 
landscape of America, widened the gap between rich and poor, fueled an epidemic of 
obesity, and transformed food production throughout the world. The book changed the 
way millions of people think about what they eat and helped to launch today’s food 
movement. In a new afterword for this edition, Schlosser discusses the growing interest 
in local and organic food, the continued exploitation of poor workers by the food 
industry, and the need to ensure that every American has access to good, healthy, 
affordable food. Fast Food Nation is as relevant today as it was a decade ago. The book 
inspires readers to look beneath the surface of our food system, consider its impact on 
society and, most of all, think for themselves. 

 
2. A Room of One’s Own (Woolf) 

 
    In A Room of One's Own, Virginia Woolf imagines that Shakespeare had a sister—a sister  
    equal to Shakespeare in talent, and equal in genius, but whose legacy is radically  
    different.  This imaginary woman never writes a word and dies by her own hand, her  
    genius unexpressed. If only she had found the means to create, argues Woolf, she  
    would have reached the same heights as her immortal sibling. In this classic essay, she  
    takes on the establishment, using her gift of language to dissect the world around her  
    and give voice to those who are without. Her message is a simple one: women must  

      have a fixed income and a room of their own in order to have the freedom to create. 
 

3. Tipping Point (Gladwell) 
 

The premise of this facile piece of pop sociology has built-in appeal: little changes can 
have big effects; when small numbers of people start behaving differently, that behavior 
can ripple outward until a critical mass or "tipping point" is reached, changing the world. 
Gladwell's thesis that ideas, products, messages and behaviors "spread just like viruses 
do" remains a metaphor as he follows the growth of "word-of-mouth epidemics" 
triggered with the help of three pivotal types. These are Connectors, sociable 
personalities who bring people together; Mavens, who like to pass along knowledge; 
and Salesmen, adept at persuading the unenlightened. (Paul Revere, for example, was a 
Maven and a Connector). Gladwell's applications of his "tipping point" concept to 
current phenomena--such as the drop in violent crime in New York, the rebirth of Hush 
Puppies suede shoes as a suburban mall favorite, teenage suicide patterns and the 
efficiency of small work units--may arouse controversy.  
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4. Devil in the White City (Larson) 

 
Erik Larson—author of #1 bestseller In the Garden of Beasts—intertwines the true tale of the 
1893 World's Fair and the cunning serial killer who used the fair to lure his victims to their 
death. Combining meticulous research with nail-biting storytelling, Erik Larson has crafted a 
narrative with all the wonder of newly discovered history and the thrills of the best fiction. 
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AP Literature 
 
Fiction / Narrative 
 

1. Jane Eyre (Bronte) 
 

Initially published under the pseudonym Currer Bell in 1847, Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre 
erupted onto the English literary scene, immediately winning the devotion of many of the 
world’s most renowned writers, including William Makepeace Thackeray, who declared it a 
work “of great genius.” Widely regarded as a revolutionary novel, Brontë’s masterpiece 
introduced the world to a radical new type of heroine, one whose defiant virtue and moral 
courage departed sharply from the more acquiescent and malleable female characters of the 
day. Passionate, dramatic, and surprisingly modern, Jane Eyre endures as one of the world’s  
   most beloved novels 

 
2. 1984 (Wells) 

 
Winston Smith tows the Party line, rewriting history to satisfy the demands of the Ministry of 
Truth. With each lie he writes, Winston grows to hate the Party that seeks power for its own 
sake and persecutes those who dare to commit thought crimes. But as he starts to think for 
himself, Winston can’t escape the fact that Big Brother is always watching…A startling and 
haunting vision of the world, 1984 is so powerful that it is completely convincing from start to 
finish. No one can deny the influence of this novel, its hold on the imaginations of multiple  

 generations of readers, or the resiliency of its admonitions—a legacy that seems only to grow    
 with the passage of time. 

 
3. The Kite Runner (Hosseini) 

 
The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and 
the son of his father’s servant, caught in the tragic sweep of history, The Kite 
Runner transports readers to Afghanistan at a tense and crucial moment of change and 
destruction. A powerful story of friendship, it is also about the power of reading, the price of 
betrayal, and the possibility of redemption; and an exploration of the power of fathers over 
sons—their love, their sacrifices, their lies. 

  
4. Things Fall Apart (Achebe) 

 
Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in the critically acclaimed African Trilogy. It is 
a classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic encounter with Europe as it establishes a 
colonial presence on the continent. Told through the fictional experiences of Okonkwo, 
a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia in the late 1800s, it explores one man's 
futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo traditions by British political and religious 
forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the powerful new order. With 
more than 20 million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages, It provides 
one of the most illuminating and permanent monuments to African experience. Achebe 
does not only capture life in a pre-colonial African village, he conveys the tragedy of the 
loss of that world while broadening our understanding of our contemporary realities. 


